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SUBJECT: LANDING PERMIT REFUSED FOR CARIB WEST 

1 . DURING ROUTINE CALL BY ECONOFF ON DIRECTOR OF CIVIL 
AVIATION RALPH CROUCH AFTERNOON OF AUGUST 5, CROUCH 
RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL FROM MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND 
COMMERCE ERROL MAHABIR INSTRUCTING CROUCH TO WITHDRAW 
PROVISIONAL LANDING PERMIT ALREADY ISSUED TO CARIB WEST 

OF BARBADOS, WHICH WAS EXPECTED TO ARRIVE HERE DODAY, AND NOT 
TO ISSUE FURTHER PERMITS FOR THIS AIRLINE UNTIL ADVISED. 

2. REASON FOR THIS INSTRUCTION OBVIOUSLY UNKNOWN TO 
CROUCH HIMSELF, WHO WAS TAKEN BY SURPRISE, BUT PRESUMABLY 
RELATES TO CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS AMONG CARIBBEAN GOVERNMENTS 
ON REGIONAL ROLE OF BWIA. EMBASSY WILL REPORT ANY 
CLARIFICATION WE ARE ABLE TO OBTAIN, AND WOULD APPRE- 
CIATE ANY INFO BRIDGETOWN HAS ON THIS INCIDENT. 
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